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have had in America since Lincoln was nearly

%
defeated when he was first a candidate for the

Presidency by noxious stories about his private
morals, and at that time he was a bachelor. His
life and services proved beyond peradvenfeire
how foolish and contemptible was the application
of such standards of judgment. The American,
politician of the small fry order has, however,
played the cards of domesticity and a certain
namby-pamby sentimentalism to the utmost limit
of fancifulness. Behind the noise and confusion
made about the seventh commandment the poli-
tician and political hanger-on have accomplished
the most variegated and daring assaults upon the
eighth commandment known to political history.
The "Thou shalt not" in the seventh is so vocif-
erous that it is scarcely an audible whisper to the
political conscience when it is pronounced in the
eighth.

Society, in the large sense and in the more
restricted meaning of the word, is learning that*
a much advertised domestic felicity may be the
home and hiding place of a set of burglar's tools.
A man ought, of course, to be both clean WL his
private life and honest in his public life, but it is a
pity to be fooled into such over-emphasis of the
one that the other is forgotten. A chaste thief
is no better than a rake. There are probably